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The Pee cme monograph takes an important step in furthering the 
SU cehaaeeniaine See NETS the crisis of Muslim education and 

j ch must be solved if the Islamic world is to have a 
veritable Islamic educational system. The author, who has been at 
the forefront in the recent endeavour to create an Islamic educa- 
tional system, is only too aware of the pitfalls of mere sloganeering 
acting without plan and talking of Islamic education without 
confronting and thinking about the actual problems involved. As 
one who has had much responsibility for the planning of the first 
World Conference on Muslim Education and those which fol- 
lowed, Dr Ashraf pursues the issues that arose from discussion in 
these conferences and the obstacles which exist upon the path of 
implementing the resolutions of these meetings. The present 
monograph is an honest and scholarly reflection upon these issues, 
existing obstacles and means of removing the impediments on the 
way to the realization of the goals which the World Congress had 
set before itself. 

Dr Ashraf begins by contrasting with vigour and honesty the 
Islamic and modern concepts of education for he realizes fully that 
no Islamic education is possible without this fundamental discern- 
ment between what is authentically Islamic and what is modern 
even if the latter be now covered by a veneer of Islamicity or be 

he basic issues of 


Muslims. Dr Ashraf then turns tot 
fan Islamic curriculum with the question of the 
relation between a liberal and religious education as well as a 
traditional and a modern one occupying the centre of his concern. 
He then turns to other major aspects of education namely the 
question of textbook development and the training of teachers. In 
both issues he emphasizes the significance of actually writing texts 
and training teachers in the Islamic manner rather than simply 
talking in a general sense about Islamic education. 
The issue at hand at this moment of history is precisely this 
all-important task of ‘doing’ rather than just talking about Islamic 
education and ‘doing’ in this case means intellectual activity not 
just building campuses and facilities. The central task is an 
intellectual jzhad. An Islamic ‘education can only be imparted by 
those in whose heart and soul there already exists a synthesis 
between the principles and ethos of Islam and a particular field of 
knowledge. Islamization of knowledge cannot be achieved by 
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simply claiming that all science is Islamic because the Quran and 
Hadith emphasize the importance of knowledge (al-‘ilm) nor even 
by accentuating the ethical use of the applications of science which 
is in itself necessary but which does not by itself Islamicize a 
science based upon the secular view of existence and of knowledge. 
Muslim thinkers must integrate various forms of knowledge with- 
in themselves by not only accepting but also often criticizing and 
rejecting prevalent structures and premises of many of the sciences, 
and then write textbooks in which a particular subject whether it 
be anthropology or astronomy is treated from the Islamic pointof 
view as was done by an Ibn Sina or Ibn Khaldin centuries ago. 
Present day Muslim thinkers, who are at the forefront of the 
intellectual jihad needed so desperately by the Islamic ummah, must 
also train those who will become the teachers in the Islamic 
educational system to whose creation so much attention and 
energy are being devoted today. Without such basic steps, all the 
Islamic universities and institutes now being established through 
the length and breadth of the Islamic world will become halls of 
learning with a name but devoid of the spirit and the intellectual 
vision necessary to train the educated Muslims of the next genera- 
tion. 

The monograph of Dr Syed Ali Ashraf, who has already done so 
much to further the cause of Islamic education, draws the atten- 
tion of the intelligentsia of the Islamic world and especially those 
in a position of responsibility from an educational and also 
political point of view to the real issues involved and the questions 
which must be solved. He points to the basic tasks of creating a 
curriculum, providing texts and training teachers in the matrix 
of the educational philosophy of Islam instead of dispersing funds 
and human energy in endless external activities which rotate 
around the problem of Islamic education without ever reaching its 
heart. All those interested in the future of education in Islamic 
countries, which means the future of those countries themselves, 
should be grateful to Dr Ashraf for this monograph following upon 
the wake of so many other works from his pen in the area 
education. Let us pray and hope that concrete steps will be taken 
to implement the proposals, to remove the obstacles and to 

provide solutions for the problems discussed with such forthright- 
ness and openness by Dr Ashraf in this valuable monograph. 


Seyyed Hossein Nasr 
Newton Massachusetts 
May 1984 
Sha‘ban 1404 


Preface 


After the First World Conference on Muslim Education held in 
Makkah in 1977 of which I happened to be an organising 
secretary, three other World Conferences were planned by us 
and held—one on Curriculum Designing held at Islamabad in 
1980, the next one on Textbook Development held at Dhaka in 
1981 and the last one on Teaching Methodology held at Jakarta 
in 1982. The keynote papers that I was asked to present at these 
three conferences are incorporated in this book as chapters 2, 3 
and 4. The first chapter deals with the nature of modern 
Muslim society and the conceptual crisis in education. It was 
presented at a conference on ‘Human Rights in Islam’ held 
jointly by Kuwait University, International Association of 
Jurists and Arab association of lawyers at Kuwait in December 
1980. All these papers were revised and they form a coherent 
plan giving an ideal-typical model. They also deal with the 
practical problems that a modern Muslim society is going to 
face when it would try to implement this ideal. Some crucial 
problems have been stated and the methods of solving them 
have been suggested. It is now the role of authorities in Muslim 
states to realise the depth of this crisis and the urgency of its 
solution. And it is also the duty of committed muslim scholars 
to carry on our intellectual Jihad: 

If Muslim society can tackle these problems, the secularised 
West will definitely revise their conclusions about ‘secularism’ 
and think again and thus find a new,,more fruitful, dimension in 
their intellectual, emotional and social process in order to.save 
their society from total disintegration. 


I am grateful to His Excellency Shaikh Ahmad Salah Jam- 
joom, whose immediate recognition of the urgent and supreme 
need for this new horizon in education and thus of making 
education Islamic in character and thereby saving the ummah 
from further degeneration and conflict, and whose financial, 
moral and spiritual support have been and still are making it 
possible for us to go forward in this jihad. 

I gratefully acknowledge the wholehearted co-operation and 
moral and financial help that His Excellency Dr Abdullah 
Omar Nasseef had given successively as Secretary-General, 
Vice-President and President of King Abdulaziz University in 
order to make it possible for us to hold these conferences and 
brighten the new horizon. As the chapters of this book owe their 
origin to these conferences, Dr Nasseef’s initiative and assist- 
ance will always be remembered as pioneering and invaluable. 

In the preparation of these papers I owe a lot to the discus- 
sions that I had with the late Dr Muhammad al-Mubarak, 
Professor Muhammad Qutb, Dr Seyyed Hossein Nasr, and Dr 
Abdullah Zaid. The discussions with other friends and scholars 
at the conferences, including Dr Syed Naquib-al-Attas, Shaikh 
Ahmad Lemu, Dr Ghulam Nabi Saqib, Dr Muhammad Saad 
Al-Rasheed, have also been very fruitful. 

I also acknowledge with thanks those who organised the 
Kuwait Conference on human rights in Islam and the second, 
third and fourth World Conferences for inviting me and giving 
me the opportunity to present papers and discussing my views 


with other participants. 
I am thankful to Dr Seyyed Hossein Nasr for writing the 


foreword to this book. 
My wife deserves special thanks for constant dialogue with 


me on Islamic education and for her devotion and co-operation. 


Syed Ali Ashraf 


Chapter One 


Education: Islamic Concepts 
and Modern Society 


Definitions 


The title ‘Education: Islamic concepts and modern society” 
implies a question and demands an answer. It raises the 
question of the relevance of the Islamic concepts of education to 
modern society, Muslim or non-Muslim. It compels us to 
ascertain whether educational concepts need to adapt and 
adjust to social changes brought about by ‘modernity’ or 
whether they should be based on absolutes given in the Qur’an 
and the Sunnah. 

As ‘education is a purposeful activity directed to the full 
development of individuals’,' the Islamic concept of education 
cannot be fully appreciated without first of all understanding 
the Islamic interpretation of ‘full development of individuals’. 
It'is only when we compare this concept of Man and his 
development with the concepts that have emerged in modern 
society, that we can understand the nature of problems con- 
fronting us and the method of answering them. Man is regarded 
in Islam as the vicegerent of God on earth and the entire 
creation as subservient to Man.” According to the Qur'an, after 
creating the first man, Adam (peace be on him), God taught 
him the names of all things.* God willed entire creation into 
existence out of non-existence,’ and according to the Qur’an, 
God is the beginning and the end, the only Being alone in the 
beginning, who alone will remain in the end. His Will is the 
source of creation, and each element in creation manifests the 
power of Allah. Each object in creation therefore manifests 
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some qualities or attributes of God. Teaching Adam, peace be 
on him, the names of things, means making him aware of the 
essences of creation, in other words of the attributes of God and 
the relationship between God and His creation. It is not merely 
an intellectual awareness divorced from spiritual realization. It 
is spiritual realization controlling, guiding and sharpening the 
intellect, creating in Adam, peace be on him, a sense of 
reverence and awe for God and making him able to use this 
knowledge for the benefit of humanity. In order that Adam’s 
children may try to become the representatives of God on Earth 
and have mastery over the entire creation under the authority 
of God, God granted this knowledge to mankind through His 
chosen people known as Prophets. This knowledge provides 
Man with universal and objective norms derived from the 
attributes of God and is applicable to changing situations. God 
taught the Prophets the principles and methods of applying 
these norms. These principles and methods were given to 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be on him, 
in their final and completed form through revealed messages 
enshrined in the Qur’an and through the character, sayings and 
deeds of the Prophet himself. They provide Man with a com- 
plete code of life. According to Islam if a man follows this code 
with sincerity and honesty, he will grow into a balanced person 
and, God willing, he may be able to reach his goal and become 
Khalifatullah, vicegerent of God on earth. 

It is because of this principle of development that Muslim 
scholars who met at the First World Conference on Muslim 
Education defined the aims of education as follows: 

Education should aim at the balanced growth of the total personality of Man through 
the training of Man’s spirit, intellect, his rational self, feelings and bodily senses. 
Education should cater therefore for the growth of Man in all its aspects: spiritual, 
intellectual, imaginative, physical, scientific, linguistic, both individually and collec- 
tively and motivate all aspects towards goodness and the attainment of perfection. 
The ultimate aim of Muslim education lies in the realisation of complete submission 
to Allah on the level of the individual, the community and humanity at large. 
How far this definition is acceptable to a modern society 
depends on our assessment of the society, how it regards Man 
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and his destiny and how therefore it wants his personality to 
develop. Its acceptability depends also on historical and prac- 
tical considerations and on the justifications that Islamic 
Metaphysics supplies. 


Islamic Concept of Man 
and Educational Metaphysics 


From the above brief statement the following basic ideas 
emerge. Firstly, the Islamic concept of Man has the width and 
range no other concept of Man has. As Man can become 
Khalifatullah by cultivating or realizing within himself the 
attributes of God and as these attributes have a limitless 
dimension, Man’s moral, spiritual and intellectual progress is 
potentially limitless. Secondly, as knowledge is the source of 
this progress and development, Islam does not put any bar to 
the acquisition of knowledge. Thirdly, the range of this acqui- 
sition must be all by acquiring an intellectual expertize in 
isolation a person cannot maintain a balanced growth. This 
implies that education must be planned i in such a way that it 
has a balanced interdisciplinary pattern. An informed man ora 
trained expert is not necessarily an educated man. Fourthly, 
the spiritual, moral, intellectual, imaginative, emotional and 
physical aspects of a man’s personality are kept in view in 
establishing the interrelationship among the disciplines. The 
growth of a child’s mind and abilities must be taken into 
account in order to plan subjects and courses in graded stages 
so that this interrelationship is maintained. Fifthly, the 
development of personality is seen in the context of Man’s 
relationship with God, Man and Nature. Therefore the organ- 
ization of disciplines and arrangement of subjects are planned 
with reference to Man as an individual, Man as a social being 
and Man as a being who has to live in harmony with Nature. 
His individuality, his collective existence and his existence as a 
natural entity are all conditioned by his relationship with God. 
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